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The perfect image of a mighty Mind5
Of one that feeds upon infinity.
The resemblance between the scene and the 'mighty Mind' is
then expounded. In the scene nature exhibited a 'domination
upon the face of outward things'
So moulds them, and endues, abstracts, combines,
Or by abrupt and unhabitual influence
Doth make one object so impress itself
Upon all others, and pervade them so
That even the grossest minds must see and hear
And cannot chuse but feel.
The thought appears to be that in the scene before him the
effect of the moon was to create so strange and cunhabituaT a
spectacle that the 'grossest mind' could not but be affected.
The appearance of the moon created a new and astonishing
world. Such a creation by nature of a strange and new world
is the 'express resemblance',
a genuine Counterpart
And Brother of the glorious faculty
Which higher minds bear with them as their own.
Here is Coleridge's 'secondary' imagination having expression
in verse. 'Higher minds'
from their native selves can send abroad
Like transformations.
They are 'ever on the watch', 'willing to work and to be
wrought upon';
in a world of life they live,
By sensible impressions not enthralTd,
But quicken'd, rouz'd and made thereby more apt
To hold communion with the invisible world.
Such minds are truly from the Deity.
For they are Powers; and hence the highest bliss
That can be known is theirs, the consciousness
Of whom they are habitually infused
Through every image and through every thought
And all impressions. . . .